African American Museum of lowa’s Temporary Exhibit
“Driven By Hope” Garners Community Support and Opens September 8"

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cedar Rapids, IA: August 23, 2018 — The African American Museum of lowa is pleased
to announce the opening of its new 2018-19 temporary exhibit, “Driven By Hope,” on
September 8, 2018. This exhibit will look at African American migration to lowa from the
end of the Civil War to the Great Depression. Visitors will immerse themselves in the
history of lowa and the stories and events that brought African Americans to the state. It
will provide a deeper understanding of the economic, social, and political issues of the
American South that pushed African Americans North and the issues migrants faced
when establishing themselves in lowa. Visitors will also reflect on stories from modern
migrants and immigrants to lowa and how the struggles they’ve faced can be traced to

post-Civil War America.

As always, the African American Museum’s exhibits bring relevance to history by
connecting them to present day topics. This exhibit is made possible because of individual
donors and through support from companies like Kum & Go, TransAmerica, Hy-Vee,
Great America, Diamond V, the Mcintyre Foundation and the Greater Cedar Rapids

Community Foundation.

The African American Museum of lowa’s mission is to preserve, exhibit, and teach the
African American heritage of lowa. The Museum “envisions building a community that
comes together to foster greater understanding and appreciation of lowa’s African

American history and culture through conversation, engagement and reflection.”

The September 8" opening is free to the public. For more information on “Driven By Hope”

contact fwolfe@blackiowa.org or visit us online at www.blackiowa.org.
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