14" Amendment and Birthright Citizenship at Heart of New
African American Museum of lowa Temporary Exhibit

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cedar Rapids, IA: October 31, 2018 — The African American Museum of lowa opened “Driven By Hope”
on September 7, and explores African American migration from the end of the Civil War to the Great
Depression. This period of time spans from 1870 to 1930, which includes the July 28, 1868 ratification

of the U.S. Constitution’s 14" Amendment.

The 14th Amendment grants citizenship to "all persons born or naturalized in the United States”
(including former slaves who had just been freed after the Civil War). As the country considers what a
possible executive order to end this constitutional right, lowan’s have a unique opportunity to learn why
African Americans (as well as other immigrants and migrants) made lowa home right after the Civil
War. “Driven By Hope” shares authentic and relevant stories while providing a deeper understanding
of the economic, social, and political issues of the American South that pushed African Americans North

and the issues migrants faced when establishing themselves in lowa.

As always, the African American Museum’s exhibits bring relevance to history by connecting them to
present day topics. This exhibit is made possible because of individual donors and through support
from companies like Kum & Go, TransAmerica, Hy-Vee, Great America, Diamond V, the Mcintyre

Foundation and the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation.

The African American Museum of lowa’s mission is to preserve, exhibit, and teach the African American
heritage of lowa. The Museum “envisions building a community that comes together to foster greater
understanding and appreciation of lowa’s African American history and culture through conversation,

engagement and reflection.”

For more information on “Driven By Hope” contact fwolfe@blackiowa.org or visit us online at

www.blackiowa.org.
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