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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - July 28, 2016


“The African American Museum of Iowa Opens a New Exhibit”

[bookmark: _GoBack](CEDAR RAPIDS, IA) – Join the African American Museum of Iowa on Friday August 26, 2016, at 5:30pm for the grand opening of “Mightier Than the Sword.” This new exhibit examines the history and evolution of African American literature from the 18th century to the present - from autobiographical slave narratives to the creative explosion of the Harlem Renaissance and from the Black Arts Movement to modern-day authors, poets, and playwrights. The exhibit will feature influential black authors and examine the role literature has played in shaping public opinion on political and cultural issues.

Members of the media are invited to join us for a private reception and performance by local spoken word artist Akwi Nji from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.

The exhibit will open to the public from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. During this time, patrons are welcome to explore the galleries and enjoy light refreshments in the lobby. At 7:00pm the museum will begin screening Oscar Micheaux silent films in the Celebration Hall. Widely considered the first major African American filmmaker, Micheaux’s third novel was written in Sioux City.

Guests will enjoy free admission all night and are encouraged to dress like their favorite author or literary character!

“Mightier Than the Sword” will be on display through July 29, 2017.

Akwi Nji is a performance artist and freelance writer who explores race, gender, and parenthood with performance poetry and live creative storytelling. She is the founder and Executive Director of The Hook. Join us as she performs a new piece inspired by “Mightier Than the Sword.”

For more information on this or other programs, please visit the AAMI website at www.blackiowa.org or call 319-862-2101.  The AAMI is open Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and is located at 55 12th Ave. SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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